The French Presence in BRITISH COLUMBIA
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The Festival du Bois in Maillardville honours French-
Canadian traditions and culture. It is the largest
Francophone festival on Canada’s West Coast.

Victoria's Festival de la francophonie showcases
local Francophone and francophile bands,
Francophone artisans and community organizations.

The Festival d’été francophone in
Vancouver celebrates French-Canadian music
and culture.

HISTORY

In 1793, six French-Canadian voyageurs, accompanied by
Alexander Mackenzie, reached the Pacific.

By 1812, over 300 French Canadians were engaged in fur trading
and farming.

Before the gold rush of 1858, French was the most spoken
language in the west.

Quebec families arrived in 1909 and settled along the Fraser
River east of Vancouver, which would become Maillardville.

The Fédération des francophones de la Colombie-Britannique
was created in 1945, at a time when the province’s French-
speaking community was establishing itself. Today,

the Fédération continues to represent the community's interests
in British Columbia.

The Franco-Columbian flag was adopted in 1982.

The Legislative Assembly has recognized Franco-Columbians’
education rights since 1997.
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